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ON TARGET Inc.
Colt

Taurus • Ruger
Rossi • Glock

Springfield Armory
Smith & Wesson
Bersa • Walther

Bushmasters • 308

2618 Annapolis Rd. • Route 175 and Ridge Road • Severn, MD 21144
Severn Square Shopping Center–Behind Pizza Hut 1 mi. East of I-295, 4 mi. East of I-95

BALT. 410-551-7777  www.ontarget.biz WASH. 301-621-7777

AMMUNITION • HOLSTERS & ACCESSORIES • SAFES • GUN CASES • GIFT CERTIFICATES

FIREARMS for Home Protection, Target Shooting & 
Hunting Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns

Ask us about 
HQL Classes!
AR-10 

Still 
Legal

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
Memberships — Individual $200.00 1st year, Renewal $175.00 / Family $250.00 1st year, Renewal $225.00

Active Duty Military $175.00 1st year, Renewal $150.00
Law Enforcement $150.00 1st year, Renewal $125.00

Where the Hunt Never Ends!

A+
George E. Bennett, Owner- 3021 Churchville Road 

(Rt. 22) • Churchville, MD 410-734-9554 
www.deercreekarchery.com

Archery Tag 
Is Here!

We welcome all types of events-Team Building 
Groups, Corporate Parties, 

Birthday Parties, Scouting Groups, 
Bachelor/Bachelorette Parties etc.

Specialty Party price of $199 (regular price $400) for groups of 8 
during the introduction promotion - 8 or more call for details !

Attention Rewards 
- Rewards - 
Rewards !!!
Purchase a 

Compound Bow 
from us this year 

and you can choose 
the following two 

Rewards.
1 - Six hand feather 
fletched & crested 

arrows.
2- Six hour range 

pass. 
3 - Color upgrade on 

Bow.
Check website for 

additional  
information.

MSSA - Congratulations to Rob Pellicot and 
Team Reel Screamer on their victory in the 6th 
Annual Mid Atlantic Flounder Tournament 
1st Place - Rob Pellicot (pictured above: angler 
Bobby Hurt) 5.4 lbs / 24" $3,415

By Scott Lenox

The Judith M with Captain John Bunting caught some sea bass, 
some bluefish and one fish that we don’t see very often out of Ocean 
City…..a Lagocephalus Laevigatus, or smooth pufferfish.
The smooth puffer is included in a family of about 120 pufferfish 
worldwide that all share the ability to ingest and hold large amounts 
of water or air to dramatically increase their body size.  This causes 
the puffer to “inflate” into a larger ball-shape and become less ap-
pealing to a would-be attacker.
Most pufferfish live in tropical and sub-tropical waters and are rare 
in temperate zones like the Mid-Atlantic.  It’s not surprising that 
Captain Don said that Captain John Bunting, who has fished Ocean 
City his entire life, has never seen or caught one.
Pufferfish are believed to be one of the most poisonous vertebrates 
in the world, and the smooth puffer that was caught by the Judith M 
today is a very toxic fish.  Some of the internal organs of a puffer 
contain a neurotoxin called tetrodotoxin which is deadly to humans.  
Tetrodotoxin is 1,200 times more poisonous than cyanide and one 
pufferfish holds enough toxin to kill 30 people……and there is no 
known antidote.  Folks who eat pufferfish that hasn’t been cleaned 
properly can experience anything from temporary numbness in the 
tongue and lips to headache and speech impairment.  A case of acute 
poisoning can lead to death in just a few hours.

So why run the risk of becoming sick or even dying 
from ingesting fish?  Well, apparently the meat is 
absolutely delicious…..I’ll never know.

www.fishinoc.com
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By Lenny Rudow

The Sure Thing 
(Sort of)

“Hooked on Fishing”

Yes, I had to add “sort of” because 
in fishing, there truly is no such thing as 
a sure thing. But one of the tactics that 
comes as close as possible is live-lining 
peanut bunker for striped bass in the 
mouth of Chesapeake Bay tributaries dur-
ing the fall. Those stripers need to fatten 
up for the winter, and they know exactly 
where and how to do it. The numerous 
schools of baby bunker you’ve been see-
ing in the creeks and rivers all summer 
begin their annual migration as our water 
temperatures cool, and they stack up in 
the river mouths prior to pushing out into 
the open bay and eventually heading for 
the ocean.

The stripers know this—and they’re 
waiting.

By this point in the season, those 
bunker have grown to a perfect bait size. 
They’re between three and five inches 
long, ideal for skewering with a thin wire 
1/0 to 3/0 short-shank hook. As usual with 
live baitfish, put the hook in or near the 
fish’s mouth if you want it to swim up 
near the surface, put it through the back 
behind the dorsal if you want it to swim 
down, and put it in the back but in front 
of the dorsal if you want it to swim down 
but there’s a lot of current or a fast drift. 
Use three or four feet of a light leader, 
just 20 or 30 pound test, and add weight 
in the form of a rubber-core sinker or an 
egg sinker if necessary.

This tactic will prove most effective 
drifting along channel edges and points, 
where you find relatively shallow water 

dropping off to depths of 12’ to 20’. You’ll 
notice, not coincidentally, that when you 
fish areas like this you’ll also see plenty 
of bunker flipping around. They tend to 
gather along those drop-offs, and again, 
the stripers know it. Some examples: look 
at a chart of the South River, and you’ll 
see this type of underwater point at the red 
#4 marker in the river’s northern mouth. 
Another spot like this can be found in the 
mouth of the Magothy, again on the north 
side near the red #4.

The big problem for most folks, of 
course, is getting a supply of live bunker. 
The best way to accomplish this is with 
a cast net. Generally speaking, bigger is 
better. A six-foot net is barely sufficient, 
an eight footer is better, and a 10-footer 
(the maximum size allowed in the state 
of Maryland) is by far the best. You also 
want mesh that’s 3/8”, not ¼”. It’ll sink 
faster, and with ¼” mesh a lot of peanut 
bunker will swim out from under 
the net even on a good throw. 
For the same reason, a heavier 
weighted net is better than a 
light one.

You can perch on the bow 
of your boat as someone idles it 
along and throw the net where 
you see bunker flipping, but 
using this method it can take a 
while to fill the livewell. A much 
better approach is to head out 
at zero-dark-early before the 
sun comes up, and go to a pier 
with a bright white light on the 
end. Bunker swarm under these 
lights, and you can often get 
dozens with a single throw of the 
net. TIP: Before you approach 
the lighted area take a few casts 
into it with a dark purple or black 
BKD or Bust ‘Em. Quite often, 
you’ll pick up a striper or two 
before your day even begins.

Once you get a bunch of 
bunker, the next challenge is 
keeping them alive. Rule num-
ber one—don’t overload the 
well. Only put in two bunker 
per gallon of water, or there’s a 
good chance you’ll have a slew 
of die-offs before you ever start 
fishing. And if your well is a 
closed system that recirculates 

instead of pumping in raw water, throw 
in a fresh bucket of water every hour or 
so. Bunker can also get beat up during 
a rough ride, especially if your livewell 
doesn’t fill to the brim or pressurize, and 
the water sloshes around a lot. Keeping 
them alive on the hook can be challeng-
ing, too. If you jaw-hook a bunker as you 
might a bull minnow or a spot, they have 
difficulty breathing and die very quickly. 
Hooking them through the nose works, 
but sometimes they slide on the hook and 
the point turns back and stabs them in 
the side. The best bet is usually to insert 
the hook point into the mouth, and out 
through the upper jaw, only.

Nah, live-lining peanut bunker is not 
a sure thing. But if you want the very 
best chance of catching as many fish as 
possible, at this time of year the tactic 
simply can’t be beat.

ON TARGET Inc.
Colt

Taurus • Ruger
Rossi • Glock

Springfield Armory
Smith & Wesson
Bersa • Walther

Bushmasters • 308

2618 Annapolis Rd. • Route 175 and Ridge Road • Severn, MD 21144
Severn Square Shopping Center–Behind Pizza Hut 1 mi. East of I-295, 4 mi. East of I-95

BALT. 410-551-7777  www.ontarget.biz WASH. 301-621-7777

AMMUNITION • HOLSTERS & ACCESSORIES • SAFES • GUN CASES • GIFT CERTIFICATES

FIREARMS for Home Protection, Target Shooting & 
Hunting Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns

Ask us about 
HQL Classes!
AR-10 

Still 
Legal

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
Memberships — Individual $200.00 1st year, Renewal $175.00 / Family $250.00 1st year, Renewal $225.00

Active Duty Military $175.00 1st year, Renewal $150.00
Law Enforcement $150.00 1st year, Renewal $125.00

If you want to rack up some numbers, nothing beats live peanut 
bunker in the fall.

Chesapeake Outdoors
Rte 50 E, Exit 39B Chester, Maryland 21619

Phone: 410-604-2500 
e-mail: john@chesapeakeoutdoors.com  In Season Hours:Mon – Sat 5am - 7pm, Sun 5am - 5pm

Kent Island’s Largest 
Full-Service

Sporting Goods Store
FISHING • ARCHERY • HUNTING

www.chesapeakeoutdoors.com
MD FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES • RAMP PERMITS • 

FROZEN BAIT • SHOT GUN SHELLS • CRABBING SUPPLIES

Check out our full line of 
Mission Crossbows & Accessories

Chesapeake 
Outdoors

Huge Selection!
Drake and Under Armour clothing

Now in Stock!
All types of Trail Camera’s and Deer 

Feeders In Stock!

New 2016 
Matthews 

Bows

This chunky fall fish was taken in the 
mouth of the West River.



October 2016www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com4

FISHING
The Sure Thing (Sort Of) by Lenny Rudow Page 3

A Pro’s Perspective on Tidal Bass  
     by Tim Sherman Page 6

NJ Headboat Experience

     by Mark Galasso Page 9

Coastal Report by Capt. Mark Sampson   Page 18

The Last Word by Steve Huettner    Page 19

Sportsman’s Classifieds     Page 22

Deer Talk     by Grant Soukup Page 17

Editor & Publisher: 
M. Mitchell G. Quillen

410-708-4005
Contributing Editors:

Steve Huettner, Chuck Prahl, 
Capt Lenny Rudow, Capt.Mark Sampson,

Tim Sherman, Jim Gronaw, 
Grant Soukup, Captain Mark Galasso

Regional Sales Representatives: 
MD: Capt. Lee Buckel 410-708-1616

Marc Van Pelt - Creative Director
Advertising Information: driftrock@verizon.net

(410)-708-0376
Fishing & Hunting Journal

P. O. Box 399 • Crumpton, MD 21628
www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com

Fishing & Hunting Journal Name and Logo are Registered Trademarks 
wholly owned and operated by Fishing & Hunting Journal c/o Mitch Quillen, 

P. O. Box 399 Crumpton, MD 21628. 
All rights reserved.© 2015, Fishing & Hunting Journal.
Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission 

of the publisher is strictly prohibited.

In This Issue...

October 2016Volume 26, Number 5

REGULARS

CREDITS

A word from our Pastor-

America is a nation built on great principles. Our forefathers were 
men of integrity who saw that these principles were passed down 
from one generation to another.
We must guard these principles, for the future of our nation rests 
upon them. Today we have policy without principle. Because we 
have had to deal with godless nations who know not the God of 
Heaven, we have dipped our colors in order to accomplish our aims.
We have wealth without work. We have fallen into the philosophy 
that we can get something for nothing. God’s Word says in Proverbs 
13:4, “The soul of the sluggard desireth and hath nothing, but the 
soul of the diligent shall be made fat.”
We have comfort without conscience. We have all the comforts that 
a nation could have and yet so many are unthankful to God and 
fail to serve Him.
We have comprehension without character. Men have grown in 
knowledge with each succeeding generation. Knowledge has in-
creased many-fold but indifference and sin abound on every hand.
Neighbor, these principles we must keep in check, for they deter-
mine whether God smiles or frowns on our land. His smile should 
be our greatest delight. His frown should be our greatest dread.

— MEL BRINDLEY
Pastor

Chestertown, Md., Baptist Church

Faith oF our Fathers

HUNTING

Don Travis’s
TRAVIS TAXIDERMY

Exceeding Your Expectations for 38 Years

Visit Our Showroom

AWARD 
WINNING 
MOUNTS

Don@travistaxidermy.com

410-778-4107
www.TravisTaxidermy.com

24153 Chestertown Road
Chestertown, MD

QUALITY YOU 
CAN TRUST!

Exceeding Your Expectations for 40 Years!
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5826 Ritchie Hwy. - Baltimore, MD 21225 • 410-789-7777 • 1/2 mile North of Beltway Exit 3-A

INTERNATIONAL 
BOW 

TUNING 
INSTRUCTOR

www.macrotecharchery.com

Authorized dealer for...

Special Tooling for 
Professional 

Installation of ALL Drop 
Away Rests!

Macrotech 
Archery Pro Shop

FREE Bow Check-Up 
Bow Tuning & Repairs on Premises 

Complete Laser Tuning System

MACRO KNOW BOWS

One of Maryland’s 
Largest heated & 
Air Conditioned 

INDOOR BOW RANGES

Newest 
Full Line 
dealer in 
Maryland 
for Lone 

Wolf Tree Stands

HOPKINS HUNTING
MARYLAND’S FINEST EASTERN SHORE HUNTING

In addition to the natural habitat available, 
we plant corn, soybeans, clover, sunflowers 

and sorghum to enhance the 
growth of our deer herd. 

Stands are positioned to allow for the best 
possible shooting. 

GOOSE HUNTING
Kent County, MD.
DEER HUNTING

Archery / Shotgun / Muzzleloader
SPORTING CLAYS

Open Year Round RATES
50 Birds: $23

100 Birds: $42

13003 Turners Creek Road, Kennedyville, MD 21645 - 410-348-5287

SHELLED 
DEER 
CORN

Upcoming Events

Savage Race Mid-Atlantic 2016
October 8th, 2016 - 5+ miles of 
Savage terrain, obstacles, mud, 

and water crossings
September 23-25 -  

the Vintage Gunners Cup
October 30 -  

Autumn Classic
December 4 -  

Holiday Classic

HUNTING
With 3000 acres of prime 

hunting property available, 
we offer a variety of 
hunting packages.

OPEN YEAR ROUND!
Mon - Tues - 

Thurs - Fri - Sat: 
10am to 4pm

Sunday: 9am to 4pm
Closed Wednesdays

 "From one sportsman to another...I'll get your boat sold!”

• Complete Line of 
Rockfish, Perch Bait and 

Tackle
• Rod & Reel 
Combos
• Fresh Bait

• All Licenses - All The Time!
LOW

PRICES
EVERYDAY!

MUZZLELOADING GUNS & SUPPLIES

Now Selling Handguns

               ARCHERY SUPPLIES

Rt. 260, 1 Block off Rt. 4 - Dunkirk, Maryland
301-855-0351 / www.bayproshop.com

Crossbows in Stock / 
Parker / Ten Point / 

Excaliber / 
Bow Tech Striker

• Come Check Out 
Our New Deals!

Black Cloud - Heavy Metal - 
Winchester and Kent

All 
YOUR hunting 

gear now 
in stock!

In the Bible it says God has made 
everything good for man to eat and 

to wear their skins. Whenever we eat 
beef, we eat chicken, we have to kill to 
eat. But at the same time, hunting is a 

sport. I think it is a great sport... 
I would say most hunters are 

Christian men. Luke Scott
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“Tackle Box Tim”
A Pro’s Prospective 

on Tidal Bass

This year more than ever, late summer weather 
teased us with falling temperatures. We would get 
two or three days of temps in the high 70s, then 
a day in the 90s. I’d had enough of the yo-yoing 
temperatures. When weather patterns allow water 
temps to start a slow downward trend, stripers start 
migrating into shallow water. Water temperature 
becomes more comfortable for rockfish when it 
dips down in to the low 70s. By the beginning of 
October, rockfish should be easily found in rivers, 
marshy creeks and coves. This is truly my favorite 
time of year to catch them.

While stripers will move into the shallows, they 
will not be just anywhere. I use a simple formula 
for where to find them. Tide and/or current, plus 
structure and/or cover, plus a food source equals 
stripers. The more you take away from this equa-
tion, the less chance you have of finding and 
catching the rockfish. 

Current is the lateral movement of water. We 
often mistake that for tide. Tide is the vertical 
movement, the rise and fall of water. Some shore-
lines and bays may be good during one tidal stage 
and not the other depending on depth and strength 
of the current. Cover is that which lays on the 
bottom and along the bank. Think of rock piles, 
stump fields, and grass lines. Manmade features 
are also cover: riprap banks, bulkheads, and bridge 
supports. How current flows past these features 
dictates how rockfish will use them. Structure is 
bottom contour: drop offs, lumps, and ledges. 
Stripers use cover and structure to break the cur-
rent, and as ambush points where they can attack 
baitfish washed by in the current.

I always try to see if there 
are aggressive stripers in the 

shallow area where I am fishing. Low light 
hours of the day and days with overcast 
skies are the best conditions to cast top-
water baits. Poppers and surface walkers 
are the two most used topwaters. Some 

anglers will use dual prop baits like those used 
for peacock bass in South America. My prefer-
ence is the popper. It causes a natural sound, and 
spits water imitating a small school of baitfish 
breaching the surface. A surface walker, like the 
Zara Spook mimics a single injured baitfish, and 
easy target for an eager striper.

Lures that allow you to cover the water quickly 
are great when fishing flat with various forms of 
cover or structure. Chief amongst these lures is 
the rattle trap. It casts a good distance, it’s loud 
and draws attention to itself from great distances. 
Because it sinks, it stays close to the bottom in 
shallow water. A chatter bait is a second attention-
getting bait for fan casting the shallows. I trick 
mine out with a slender body paddle tail. A soft 
body swimbait is a natural presentation and is 
the best choice when fishing in clear water. You 
can rig these on light jig heads or on a weighted 
wide gap hook.

When fishing cover such as rock piles and 
riprap, these lures will work. However, there is 
a snag factor with chatter baits and rattle traps. I 
prefer crankbaits and jerkbaits. Stripers respond 
to square bill cranks deflected off of rocks just as 
much as largemouth bass do. In early fall I like 
a floating jerkbait because stripers react better to 
the erratic action. Later in autumn, the suspend-
ing model is better because it stays down in the 
water column and you can work it a bit slower for 
sluggish stripers. Strip-
ers will use the edges of 
grass beds as cover. The 
aforementioned swimbait 
on the weighted wide gap 
hook makes perfect sense. 
It will come through grass 
without collecting it. If 

you are working a dying out grass bed, try a 
spinnerbait.

One of the most famous shallow drop offs on 
the upper bay is found at Maxwell point on the 
Gunpowder River. Here I cast poppers up on to 
the flat and back to the boat over the deeper wa-
ter. I’ll also cast a rattle trap parallel to the ledge. 
My final approach is to cast a jig head-mounted 
swim bait or soft jerkbait up on the flat and swim 
it down the ledge. 

There are several different types of bridge 
supports found holding up the many bridges that 
cross shallow water tributaries. The most com-
mon supports and round concrete pilings. Some 
reach down to submerged platforms. The Amtrak 
railroad bridges that cross the Gunpowder and 
Bush Rivers are supported by concrete platforms 
that reach through as a base for arch formations. 

While the types of supports are dissimilar, I work 
them in a like manor. I cast past the support and 
present my lure as close it as close as possible. I 
bombard the part of the piling that faces the cur-
rent with a jerkbait or rattle trap. I also work a bit 
more slowly along the bottom with a soft bait jig. 
Platform supports give your much more cover to 
ply. I work a rattle trap parallel and as close to the 
concrete mass as I can. A jerkbait presented in the 
same manor also works well. I jokingly say that 
I want to scrape the paint of the side of the lure 
when working the platforms.

To me, there is nothing like catching shallow 
stripers in fall. There is no doubt where you’ll find 
me looking for stripers in the next several weeks. 
My shoulders and back will be sore from all the 
casting; yet the ache will fade while remembering 
the fight from stripers in the shallow rivers, coves, 
and creeks are found in the upper bay. 

GUN SHACK / CROSSWINDS
FULL PRO SHOP SALES AND SERVICE

Arrows by Beman, Easton, Gold Tip and Carbon Express • Crossbows & Accessories

Bows & Accessories from:

A Turn of The Century Store:
101 S. Main St. - Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-0122 • www.gunshackinc.com

Arthur Spring of Ellicott City, Maryand shows a 24-inch striper 
from the Gunpowder shallow.

Chapel Cove Marina
Now Selling Bait and Tackle

Located Next To 
Island Grill
Taylors Island, MD 

Marina Phone: 410-901-1070
taylorsi@intercom.net

All YOUR Tackle Needs!
Same Low Prices and Same Quality! 

from the same fine folks at 

Taylor’s Island Family Campground
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JOHN’S BUTCHER SHOP
Deer Skined, Custom Cuts & Freezer Wrapped

Picking DUCKS & GEESE

• Burger • Sausage
• Kielbasa • Hot Dogs
• Bologna & Salami
• Snack Sticks 
• Pepperjack & Cheddar Cheese

FAST / CLEAN / COURTEOUS SERVICE!
Route 297 Worton Road • 410-778-3550 • Cell 410-708-6801

Location: Across from Post Office, Corner of Worton & Lynch Roads
John Clayton, Proprietor

Let The Good Times Roll!
Let Us Take Care of Your Guests the Eastern 

Shore Way
Specializing in on-site Crab feasts, let us come to 

you and we can steam onsite out of our 16ft steaming 
trailer for your event. You can’t beat the smell of fresh 
steamed crabs! Allow your guests to enjoy the freshest 
crabs available and a variety of other seafood steamed 
hot & fresh right there onsite for them to enjoy!

 Fundraisers - Charity Functions
Corporate - Government Events
Weddings - Social & Private Clubs - 
Private Events
We can handle it all! We customize to what each 

customers needs are and can provide you with ev-
erything that you need to make your event a success. 
There is a 15 bushel minimum for all onsite events. 

Owned & Operated by The Spurry Family, we have 
been in the seafood business for 30+ years as owners 
and operators of Bay Hundred Seafood, a wholesale 
supplier of local crabs & oysters. We have one of the last remaining crab picking & oyster shucking plants in MD.

Chesapeake Landing Restaurant & Seafood Market opened in 1991 and soon became known as the place “Where the Locals Come to Eat.”
Both located on the same property just 2 ½ miles west outside of St. Michaels at 23713 St. Michaels Road McDaniel, MD.
Good Times Seafood Catering is an extension of those businesses, with the demand for events to be held on-site growing we are now proud to say let us come 

to you!

Marshall Cahall and company with a nice 
bunch of yellowfins caught on the chunk in 
the Washington canyon aboard the Catch 22 
pictured at OC fishing center.
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DNREC’s Division of Fish & 
Wildlife announces Sunday 
deer hunting opportunities on 
public and private lands

DOVER – DNREC’s Division of Fish & Wildlife 
announced today five upcoming Sunday deer hunting 
opportunities for the 2016/2017 hunting season, based 
on a recent change in state law that allows Sunday 
deer hunting in Delaware. The new law allows only 
for hunting deer on Sunday, no other game, with deer 
hunting to be allowed on selected public lands on the 
following Sunday dates:

• Oct. 9
• Nov. 13
• Nov. 20
• Dec. 11
• Jan. 15, 2017

Sunday deer hunting is also allowed on private 
lands in Delaware on the same dates, with landowner 
permission required.

After consideration of public input and recommen-
dations of the Advisory Council on Wildlife and Fresh-
water Fish, the Division Fish & Wildlife announced 
that selected tracts on 80 percent of Delaware’s state 
wildlife areas will be open for deer hunting on the 
dates above. To learn which wildlife area tracts are 
open for Sunday deer hunting, and for more details 
about Sunday deer hunting opportunities in Delaware, 
including county overview maps of the wildlife areas, 
please visit the Fish & Wildlife website.

State wildlife areas and public lands that have 
selected tracts OPEN to Sunday deer hunting, but 
that also have other tracts CLOSED to Sunday deer 
hunting on the dates listed above are:

New Castle County
• Augustine Wildlife Area, near Port Penn
• C&D Canal Conservation Area, near St. Georges
• DNERR – Blackbird Creek Reserve, near 

Townsend

Kent County
• Little Creek Wildlife Area, east of Dover
• Ted Harvey Conservation Area, southeast of Dover
• Norman G. Wilder Wildlife Area, near Felton

Sussex County
• Assawoman Wildlife Area, near Millville
• Nanticoke Wildlife Area, Seaford/Bethel area
• Milford Neck Wildlife Area

Deer can be hunted on selected public lands open 
to Sunday deer hunting during Delaware’s 
regular hunting hours of one-half hour 
before sunrise until one-half hour after 
sunset. All DNREC’s Delaware State 
Parks lands are CLOSED to Sunday deer 
hunting. Hunting on private property 
always requires landowner permission.

For more information on Sunday deer 
hunting, or to request printed copies of 
wildlife area maps showing areas open 
and closed to Sunday deer hunting, please 
call the Wildlife Section office at 302-
739-9912.

For more information on the 2016/2017 
hunting seasons and Division of Fish & 
Wildlife-managed wildlife areas, please 
consult 2016-2017 

Follow the Division of Fish & Wildlife 
on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/
DelawareFishWildlife.

Contact: Joanna Wilson, DNREC 
Public Affairs, 302-739-9902

 Discount for youth 
hunters!

New Address
Trophy Care 
Taxidermy

2718 B North 
Point Blvd.

Dundalk, MD

410-282-1118
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Shore Sportsman is conveniently located on 
Route 50/Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland. 

Shore Sportsman has been proudly serving 
hunters and anglers on the Mid-Shore for more 

than 25 years. Shore Sportsman offers hunt-
ing and fishing licenses, guns, scopes, hunting 

clothes and boots, repair services, bows, fishing 
equipment, live bait, and much, much more. 

The expert employees at Shore Sportsman bring 
a wealth of knowledge to their customers. 

All of the employees have at least five years of experience each.

Guns
Ammunition
Archery
Tackle
Bait
Gun Repairs
Sports Gear
Sporting Licenses

My New Jersey Head 
Boat Experience!

“Tuna The Tide”

By Captain Mark Galasso

The parking lot was pretty empty 
for a Saturday. But then again it was 
4:30 am and with the exception of a 
few mates and bait boys there wasn’t 
any reason to get up. I chained up 
my bike and walked over to the bait 
freezer. It was unlocked. I grabbed 
two flats of squid and two flats of 
sand lances, put them on the cart and 
wheeled them over to the boat a few 
hundred feet away. The White Star was 
a medium sized head boat capable of 
fishing about forty people. Usually on 
Saturdays the boat was chartered for 
wreck divers but today we had a group 
of Steel workers from Pittsburg hoping 
to catch a few of the  Fluke and Black 
Sea Bass Barnegat Light was famous 
for. My only consolation was they had 
to get up even before me to drive the 
three hours from western PA. Ouch!

While the boat gently rocked in the 
slip I stripped out the two flats of squid 
and put it in small buckets in the bait 
box. There was plenty of ice from the 
Bluefish trip the night before. I went 
through our tackle and made sure we 
had a few rods rigged for bottom fish-
ing even though the passengers were 
supposed to bring their own gear. 

Just as I start going through my 
final checklist I could see two buses 
entering the parking lot, high beams 
illuminating the other boats. I assume 
Captain Ray is asleep in the wheel-
house catching a cat nap between trips. 
No point in bothering him I’ve got 
things under control. The buses stop 
in back of the boat and the doors open 
with a swoosh. Now I’m 16, ninety 
pounds soaking wet. 

Up the gangway thunders about 30 
steel workers, the smallest of which 
has got to be three hundred pounds. At 
least half the crew has a case of some-
thing on one shoulder and a lunchbox 
about the size of a large tool box under 
the other arm. Ironically no one seems 
to have a fishing rod. Did I not get the 
memo? I thought this was a FISHING 
trip. The last guys are wheeling a keg 
box up the ramp. One of them has a 

full keg propped up on his shoulder. 
I’d offer my dolly but he doesn’t seem 
to be having any problems.

And with that the buses leave in a 
cloud of dust and shower of gravel. 
Funny how the bus drivers didn’t want 
a free day of fishing. Everything’s 
loaded. Time to find the Captain. In 
hind sight knowing that none of our 
crew had to drive and they were about 
to enter into a drinking marathon 
which they were already three hours 
into the rest of the day shouldn’t 
have surprised me. Maybe half the 
crew actually fished. I spent the day 
cleaning up messes and making sure 
no one got hurt rather than helping 
people catch fish. 

Most of the day was a blur but I’ll 
never forget one story.  There was this 
one guy. He was enormous. And he 
was quite intoxicated when he walked 
UP the gangway. 

He plopped himself on a bench and 
proceeded to order everyone around. 
Get me this. Do that. Get me that. He 
had to be a shop steward or something. 
Hey. These guys are drunken steel 
workers on a day off where no one has 
to drive. I really tried to avoid getting 
sucked into their revenge but what can 
I say. I was cornered by two guys. No 
where to run. The boats not that big. 
The jist of it was the foreman ordered 
a Bloody Mary. 

We made it real spicy but with 
some added squid and Sand Lances I 
was getting ready to throw overboard 
before we returned. To raunchy for 
even a marina dumpster. He downed 
the whole thing without even looking 
at it! Cheers went through the boat 
when he proceeded to plunge for the 
rail and then run for the bathroom. I 
would have cheered as well except 
it would be my job to clean the head 
when we returned.

We caught a few Flounder in spite 
of the situation. And everyone made 
it back to the buses safely. I can only 
assume they made it back to Pittsburg 
safely. I can tell the story about the 
foreman now. 

He’s probably in his nineties and 
has either forgotten what happened 
or is to slow to catch me. Part of the 
fun of fishing is the adventure and the 
unknown.  Being the mate on a New 
Jersey Head boat was an adventure. 

Thompson Safe Company
Protect Your Investment

Residential and Commercial Safes
7313-M Grove Road • Frederick, MD 21704

We Deliver to MD • VA • WV • PA
www.thompsonsafes.com

Mike Thompson
301-631-1500

Captain Mitch Quillen

410-708-4005

Sportfishing

41’ Custom

Booking 
Now 

Docked in 
Ocean City
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Arundel Firearms & Pawn
7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD

- GUNS -
BOUGHT • SOLD • TRADED • PAWNED

-USED GUNS-
Rifles • Shotguns

Black Powder
Handguns • Barrels

Complete
Gunsmith

Service

Scope Mounting
Specialty & Hard to Find Ammunition

Lay-Away

410-761-6381
Councell Charters

410-708-4241

Book Now for Fall!
We Follow the FISH!

Captain 
Brian Councell

www.councellcharters.com
brian@councellcharters.com

Now Booking 
Fall 2016
Season!

16090 OAKLAND ROAD HENDERSON MARYLAND

(410) 758-1824
WWW.SCHRADERSOUTDOORS.COM

- DEER HUNTING
- WATERFOWL HUNTING
- UPLAND HUNTING
- TURKEY HUNTING
- DOVE HUNTING
- SMALL GAME HUNTING
- POND BASS FISHING
- BAY AND TRIBUTARY FISHING
- SPORTING CLAYS
- 5-STAND & WOBBLE TRAP
- 3D ARCHERY
- DART VIDEO ARCHERY SYSTEM
- PROFESSIONAL SHOOTING 
 INSTRUCTIONS
- PROFESSIONAL ARCHERY INSTRUCTION
- BED & BREAKFAST LODGING 
 AND MEALS
- CORPORATE EVENTS
- FAMILY EVENTS
- WEDDINGS

AN EASTERN SHORE TRADITION!

THOUSANDS OF ACRES OF 
PRIME EASTERN SHORE 
HUNTING PROPERTIES

Through the years we have assembled a 
top notch team that is both 

knowledgeable and professional, 
and work hard to make each outing 

safe, successful, and enjoyable!

Tiffany Lea Collins had an 
amazing weekend on Septem-
ber 17 & 18th. She was able to 
see two wonderful friends be 
married, and had a great time 
fishing for a cause that her 
family has had to battle with 
over the past several years and 
still continues to fight this hor-
rible disease. The Lowes Wharf 
Cancer  Tournament. They took 
First place on the Ayla- Grey 
with a Rockfish weighing in at 19.63lbs at 38" and a Bluefish at 
4.67lbs and 23”.  Captain Allen Allen Sutton, her mate Shelby 
Slaughter. And her crew- Natasha Blanch, Shannon Gibson and 
Derek Schuyler. Special appreciation goes out to Lowes Wharf 
Marina Inn, Dawn & Roger Ruby, Colby Hall, Josh W Mister and 
Jesse Zelinske for making this tournament happen.
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Rt. #544 & 290 Crossroads
Crumton, MD 21628

410-778-4200
One Stop Store for all Your Daily 

Needs!

OUTPOST 544

Open Early 
Every Morning!
Very Fresh 

Hot 
Morning Coffee!

Hot & Cold Foods
Beer, Wine & Liquor

Groceries & Cigarettes
Gasoline, Diesel & Kerosene
Bill Payment, Check Cashing

Dump Tickets, 
QA Co. Ramp Stickers

Race Trax, Lottery, 
Keno, ATM, 

Fishing Bait, Air Pumps
Prepaid Cell Phone Cards

Chris Flurer who is deaf with his 50 lb. 
Grand Daddy of all Snappers taken in the 
Manokin River (upper right). Rght is his 3 
lb 2 ounce - 18 inch Brown Bullhead Catfish 
which missed the state record by 4 ounces.

A Virginia man and woman were charged 
Tuesday with illegal fishing in Dorchester 
County after officers found 17 undersized 
striped bass in their car.

OK Ryun Jang, 52, and Bokseok Kwon, 
60, both of Centreville, each received cita-
tions for violating state law on size and 
number of striped bass in their possession. 
Jang also received a citation for keeping 
an undersized black drum. Kwon received 
a citation for keeping an undersized spot-
ted trout.

The two were observed by officers on 
surveillance just before midnight near Ferry 
Bridge on Hooper Island. A search of their 
car turned up 24 striped bass, 17 of them 
under 20 inches in length. The pair had 20 
striped bass over their limit.

Jang and Kwon are scheduled to appear in 
Dorchester County District Court Nov. 16. 
If they choose to contest the charges 

and are found guilty, each could be fined 
as much as $4,500.

Officers on surveillance in Dorchester 
County caught three recreational anglers 
from Virginia with 35 undersized striped 
bass.

Vincente Len Eulogio, 32, and Olvin 
Omar Avlia Acosta, 34, both of Alexandria 
and Ruben Perez-Moya, 46, of Manassas, 
were seen fishing on Ferry Bridge on Hooper 
Island. The bridge is posted with “No Fish-
ing” signs.

The three men each were charged with 
possessing striped bass under the legal 
20-inch minimum size and exceeding the 
two-fish possession law.

The men must appear in Dorchester 
County District Court Nov. 16 for a sched-
uled hearing. If convicted, each man could 
be fined as much as $3,000.

MD NRP REPORT
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410-621-0400 - Princess Anne, MD - gwink222@aol.com

Wink’s Sporting Goods
Fishbones bait and tackle inc.

• Fresh
Live Bait 
ALEWIVES
SOFT CRABS
PEELERS
RAZOR CLAMS
• Crabbing Supplies
• Rods, Reels, Lures - Lure Making Supplies
• Complete Line of Marine & Boating Supplies
• EXIDE Marine Battery Distributor...& Much Much More!

4729 mountain road - Pasadena, MD 21122

410-360-0573

LIVE BAIT!

2917 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21220  

410-687-2107

Bowley’s Bait & Tackle
Live Bait • Licenses

Now a Booking Agent for Local 
Charter Boat Fleet.

Call for More Information.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

wyatt 
russuM's 
heroes 
invitationaL 
Photo’s.

Wyatt's boat for the Tourna-
ment!! Thanks to Captain 
Brian Councell of the Sea Dux 
(Councell Charters)!!! Look 
them up!!

I want to thank ALL people 
who were involved in our fishing 
tournament on Saturday. I can 

not thank you all enough. As far 
as I am concerned, it could not of 
been any better. Great Sponsors, 

great volunteers, 
great participants!!!!! 

Because of our sponsors and 
donors I was able to put some 

kids with Cancer and some 
Theta Chi Frat brothers on the 

water for a day that none of them 
will soon forget. I couldn't ask 

for anything more. We also made 
some money for Wyatt and also 
for the Pay it Forward family. I 
will have more info soon on the 

Pay it Forward family.
 Thank you so much for your 

support for my Wyatt!! Best J.R.
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“When Competition Quality and Customer Service are a priority....”

Producing quality Taxidermy for over 30 years in Edgewater, MD.

www.feganstaxidermy.com
410-798-5656

MD State Bow Record DeerStop by and See Us Today!

Jr. Division
1st Nathan Silpath      14.8 
2nd Carmen Donisi     12.6 lbs
3rd Paige Holmes     11.8 lbs

Charter boat division
1st  Theta Chi Fraternity member 
on Miss Asheri (Capt. Donnie 
Bayne)    12.6 lbs
2nd  Kim Silpath  on Virginia II  
(Capt. Bob Gears)     7 lbs
3rd  Theta Chi Fraternity member 
with Capt. Zack House

Private Boat division
1st Rachel Wolfe     5.8 lbs
2nd Kelly Goad     3.6 lbs
3rd  Morgan Austin    3 lbs

Bluefish  Cami Lord     5.8 lbs
Perch  Allan Davis     .6 lbs

Wyatt Russem is a real 
fighter! He has been di-
agnosed with High Risk 

Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia at a very 
young age. Guilford 

and Company proudly 
sponsored this remark-
able young boy by par-
ticipating in a fishing 

tournament this week-
end. The fishing tour-
nament may be over, 
but please click on his 

website www.wyattshe-
roes.com/wyatt-s-story 
and learn more about 

Wyatt and how you can 
help.

wyatt 
russuM's 
heroes 
invitationaL 
resuLts.

Visit our website to see all - www.mcginnitymarineart.com

19717 Five Forks Road | New Freedom, PA 17349
Phone: 717-993-2373 | george@mcginnitymarineart.com

McGinnity Marine Art
FishTaxidermy at it’s Best!

CREATING ANGLER MEMORIES FOR 53 YEARS!
60 Years of Experience - 1,300 Species to Choose From

75 Mounts in Showroom for Immediate Sale!
• Freshwater • Saltwater • Sea-RunFish • Specialty Mounts 
• Mini-Fish Replicas • Fish Repairs • Fish Taxidermy Only 

- Skin Mount Service Available
Catch and Release and still have a

 mount to relive the experience

Nick Jones and crew with a nice catch of Wahoo, Yellowfin and 
Mahi Mahi aboard the Catch 22.
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12503 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD 21645

410-348-9160

Largest 
Ammunition 

supplier in 
Kent County, 

MD.

“In a civilized and 
cultivated country, wild 
animals only continue 

to exist at all when 
preserved by sportsmen.” 

-Theodore Roosevelt

WIDEBOY taken by Bob Davis in Montgomery Co on 9/10/16 with his Mathews. 
Photo courtesy of C.J. Fegan  Fegans Taxidermy.com

A velvet buck Jana McCumber harvested in Al-
legany County.

Toni Heater on her first deer with a bow, 9 point 
in Charles County. Photo’s courtesy of Maryland 
Trophy Deer Contest
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sPanning the gLoBe

Eichler Charter Services
“Southpaw”Sailing out 

of Kentmoor 
Marina 

Kent Island, MD 
5 minutes from 

Bay Bridge
Capt. Jeffrey Eichler
USCG Licensed 50 
ton Master Captain Booking now for Summer!

Call for More Information 
410-490-1485 or 410-827-6676
www.fishingsouthpaw.com
info@fishingsouthpaw.com

Mention 

this ad for a 

FREE 
Breakfast

B&C, P&Y Confirm Potential World’s 
Record Elk

MISSOULA, Mont. - The Boone and Crockett Club and Pope & Young 
Club confirm the existence of potential new archery World’s Record 
typical American elk taken in Montana by a resident hunter.

The elk’s B&C green score is an astounding 429-6/8 net and 444-7/8 
gross. It was taken on a solo hunt early in the Montana archery season. 
After a couple days of packing the bull out, the hunter who at this time 

prefers to remain 
anonymous, took 
his bull to a taxi-
dermist. A rough 
score confirmed it 
was time to call an 
experienced Boone 
and Crockett Of-
ficial Measurer.

“ T h e  a n t l e r s 
need to complete 
a required 60-day 
drying period be-
fore they can be 
officially scored,” 

said Boone and Crockett’s Director of Big Game Records, Justin Spring. 
“But a senior B&C Measurer taped the bull, so we’re confident with the 
green score.”

The current Pope and Young Club’s World’s Record typical American 
elk, taken in Arizona in 2005, scores 412-1/8 points.

The green score of this bull is 4-3/8 higher than the current #4 typical 
bull in Boone and Crockett’s All-time Records. According to Spring, 
“This bull may well be the largest typical American elk taken in the last 
48 years.”

Both conservation and record keeping organizations closely in their 
efforts to document and monitor the status of native North American 
big game species.

Spring said, “After meeting the hunter, hearing the story, and seeing 
the photos I knew this was a special animal and a historic moment in big 
game hunting and conservation. I immediately contacted P&Y.”

Joe Bell, Pope and Young’s Executive Director expressed, “Any game 
animal taken in an ethical, sportsmanship-like manner is a trophy worth 
honoring. However, some specimens are remarkable, not only for their 
size, but how they symbolize successful conservation efforts. The exis-
tence of outstanding specimens like this incredible animal is testament 
that today’s hunters, wildlife professionals, and conservation organiza-
tions are achieving tremendous success by practicing sound conservation 
and wildlife-management programs.” 

Casey Michelle Charters
Captain Brady Sweitzer

Full and Half day trips for Rockfish - Bluefish - 
Spanish Mackeral - Leaving from Kentmoor Marina - 

Kent Island, MD. / Cell - 410-829-9816 - 
caseymcharters@gmail.com - www.caseymichellecharters.com 

USCG Licensed & Insured for up to 6 passangers

Since 1916... First Choice of Fishermen Around the World

(410) 327-6942
1919-25 Eastern Ave. Baltimore, MD. 21231

STRIPER TACKLE!
Bay Trolling • Fly Fishing

Freshwater Tackle
Lead Molds, All Sizes

Waders & Hip Boots for
ALL Sizes

ALL FISHING!
ALL THE TIME!

Bay • Surf • Bass • 
Trout • Panfish

SPECIAL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY
E-Mail Questions and Tackle Inquiries 
Welcomed: tochtermans@hotmail.com
ROD & REEL REPAIRS & SERVICE

Over 200 Different Do-It & Cast Iron Molds in Stock
Over 600 Different Reels In Stock

Complete Selection of 
FLY FISHING TACKLE

Rods • Reels • Tying Supplies & Equipment 
• How-To Books & Videos

Visit Our 
Distinctive Fly 
Fishing Room

This rare 8.5 acre property offers ancient oaks and a rustic 
stone cottage.  Enjoy fishing and hunting in your back yard, 

ski at nearby Whisp at Deep Creek, bike, hike, canoe, or 
simply relax on your private lake front.  This retreat offers 

privacy yet is only 30 minutes from I-68 
to Baltimore, Washington, and Pittsburgh.  $98,500

Respond to:  520-780-6510
zellerrpatrick@gmail.com or (301) 616-7266.

RARE 
FIND!

Regional Sales 
Representatives: 

Fishing and Hunting Journal
Capt. Lee Buckel 

410-708-1616
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“Montana Grant”

By Grant Soukup

DEER TALK!!!

“Mew, 
grunt, bugle, 
bleat!” This 
sounds like 
the reaction 
from a spicy 
food meal. 
Actually, 
these are 
sounds that 
deer make. 

Sitting 
alone in a tree stand can get boring pretty fast, es-
pecially if you have no one to chat with. The next 
time you head afield, try talking to the animals. 
There are several primary deer calls that can be 
used. Once learned, you can practice them during 
your early season scouting, or at parks where deer 
are protected.

Becoming a “Dr. Deerlittle” does take some 
practice and research. Some noises and sounds 
can be made with your mouth, while others are 
best when using calls or other tools.

One evening, when bow hunting years ago, 
I sat in a tree stand waiting for a buck to show 
up. When I spotted movement at over 100 yards, 
I identified an 8 point buck feeding on acorns. 
When the wind blew, he would move toward the 
sounds of falling acorns. The sound of acorns fall-
ing into the dry leaves was his dinner bell.

One of my favorite treats are Chocolate Malted 
Milk balls. I always packed a sack full in my gear 
bag. YUUMM! They are the same size as acorns 
and would sound the same when falling into the 
leaves. When the forest was windy, I threw sev-
eral Malty Balls in the buck’s direction. He turned 
and began coming my way. Obviously, this buck 
was a “chocoholic”. With each handful, the buck 
came closer.

At about 30 yards, the buck hesitated. He was 
not finding the acorns he thought were fall-
ing from the tree. As he turned to walk away, I 
dropped another handful straight down from my 
stand. He turned and grunted. He then began to 
walk away again. I grunted using my mouth mim-
icking the sound that I just heard. He stopped and 
began to rub his antlers on a sapling nearby. The 
sound was that of two sticks knocking together. 
As he lost patience and began to march away 
again, I used my wooden arrows to mimic the 
knocking stick sound. Again he came closer. 

Eventually the wind changed and the buck 
smelled something amiss. He looked right up into 
the tree at me and snorted. Using my mouth, I 
snorted back. What did I have to lose? We snorted 
at each other for several minutes. 

I wish I could say that I tagged this buck but I 
can’t. Eventually his tail went up and he ran off. 
What did register was that deer make and react 
to sounds. Knowing this allows the hunter to do 
more than be patient and sit still, waiting for luck. 
Having more control over a hunting situation is 
huge.

Deer make several calls vocally and nasally 
that are useful when hunting.  Vocal calls include 
bleats, whines, and grunts. Nasal calls include 
snorts, wheezes, and a combination of the two. 
Alert or distress calls are also made, but not what 

a hunter wants to use. 
These calls are simi-
lar to a Turkey “Putt” 
which is the last sound 

you hear when the turkey quickly 
heads in the opposite direction.

These calls are soft and subtle. 
Deer have excellent hearing as 
well as their sense of smell. These 
sounds must stand out from the 
many other natural sounds that the 
deer become used to.

Acoustic sounds are the 
other noises that deer respond to. Rattling, foot 
stomping, and the sounds of acorns falling, will 
stimulate a response. Throw in the knowledge of 
scents, body language, and posture, and suddenly 
you can become a “Deer Whisperer”.

Calling alone does not make you a better 
hunter. It is just one part of the total equation. 
There are times though, when calling will change 
the odds in your favor. Not all deer react he same. 
The rut, weather, and other factors also impact 
calling and hunting. 

Practiced callers have another trick in their bag 
to work with. They allow you to become more 
involved in your hunt and perhaps create opportu-
nities you would otherwise miss. 

I find the grunt call the most useful. This gut-
tural buck and doe call will stop a moving deer 
for a shot. The buck grunt is lower and slower 
than most doe grunts. Like people, each deer has 
their own accent and tone. When all else fails, 
mimic what you hear.

Generally, calling says, “Here I am”, or “where 
are you?”. These social calls are just about staying 
together. Other calls are danger or warning calls. 
Deer are curious and will often come toward these 
sounds to meet their new neighbors. Bucks may 
want to declare their territory or welcome a doe in 
heat. Either way, the deer are reacting to sounds 
that could turn the odds in your favor.

Often, I simply have the deer ignore my calls. 
What helps are the other strategies in your bag 
of hunting tricks. Your stand placement is huge 
when knowing food, wa-
ter, and bedding sources. 
The use of scents and 
bait, where allowed, are 
also important. Natural 
licks or mineral outcrop-
pings can be great places 
to set your stand. Having 
an overall and multi-
faceted strategy will fill 
more tags.

Calling too much can 
be counterproductive. 
Eventually the deer are 
like a nagged husband. 
They just hear “blah, 
blah, blah”. Call only 
enough to set up the 
shot. If the deer begins 
to move away, try again. 
What do you have to 
lose? 

There is much that we 
are still learning about 
animal sounds and behav-
iors. What we do know 
can help us to become 
better hunters. Calling 
allows the interactive 
hunter to simply do more 
than sit in a tree and wait, 
wait, wait…

Say What??
Montana Grant
For more Montana 

Grant, visit his website at 
www.montanagrantfish-
ing.com

Bidding Opens for Trapping 
Privileges on Eastern Shore Lands

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources is 
currently accepting bids for the 2016-2017 furbearer 
trapping season for public lands on the Eastern Shore. 

“The bag limits and trapping seasons are estab-
lished based on abundance, biology and distribution, 
as well as public interest,” Wildlife and Heritage 
Habitat Biologist Greg Schenck said. “The open 
process allows an equal opportunity for all to par-
ticipate in trapping on our public lands.”

Bid packages must be picked up in-person at the 
Wellington Wildlife Management Area or Salisbury 
Service Center for the following areas:

Jane’s Island State Park
Johnson Wildlife Management Area
Pocomoke River State Forest

Completed and sealed bids must be submitted to 
the Salisbury Service Center by noon Oct. 26. Bids 
will be opened at 1 p.m. Oct. 26 to determine highest 
bid. For additional information on these properties, 
please call 410-543-8223.

Bid packages must be picked-up in-person at 
LeCompte Wildlife Management Area for the fol-
lowing areas:

Ellis Bay Wildlife Management Area
Fishing Bay Wildlife Management Area
Idylwild Wildlife Management Area
LeCompte Wildlife Management Area
Linkwood Wildlife Management Area
Nanticoke River Wildlife Management Area
Taylor’s Island Wildlife Management Area
Wetipquin Wildlife Management Area

Bid packets must be picked up in-person. Com-
pleted and sealed bids must be returned to the 
LeCompte Wildlife Management Area by noon 
Oct. 17.  Bids will be opened at 1 p.m. Oct. 17. For 
additional information, please call 410-376-3236 
ext. 302.
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410-726-7946

I once received a call from a client who had a 
charter fishing trip scheduled with me in a few days 
and he was checking-in to make sure everything 
was good-to-go and find out how the action had 
been. We were about to hang-up and when he said 
to me, “Oh, by the way, myself and the others in our 
group are all pretty experienced fishermen, some of 
us even have our own boats, so if you want to give 
your mate the day off, we’ll be ok without him.”

I’ve been running charters for over 30-years, and 
during that period I’ve heard this comment/request 
many times. But I have to admit that every time I 
hear it I’m surprised and even a little disappointed 
that just because they “know about fishing” someone 
would assume that there’s no need for me to bring 
along a first mate. Someone might have fishing ex-
perience, but a request like that indicates that they 
don’t know much about the charter fishing business.

Folks who have fished aboard a charter boat or 
a headboat have no doubt seen the mate (or mates), 
among other things; cutting and rigging baits, set-
ting out lines, netting and gaffing fish, dealing with 
tangles, chum buckets, bags of ice, measuring fish, 
cleaning the boat, as well as assisting and sometimes 
entertaining the fishermen. Of course these are just 
a few of the things the anglers see the mate doing 
while they’re on the boat, and for the most part, much 
of it could indeed be done by clients who have even 
just a little bit of fishing experience. But what most 
customers on charter and headboats don’t see are the 
many tasks preformed by crew members before the 
fishermen arrive at the boat in the morning and long 
after they left the dock at the end of the day – not to 
mention the time spent getting the boat ready in the 
winter and spring for the upcoming season.

Because it’s not exactly a “high-paying” job, 
captains and mates typically choose to work on 
charter and headboats first and foremost because 
they really love to fish. All the “getting ready” work 
they do in the off-season as well as the long hours of 
maintenance and repair done between trips is so that 
the boat, equipment, and bait will be in top-notch, 
trouble-free shape when everything is put to the test 
out on the fishing grounds. For most crewmembers, 
the actual fishing trips are the easy part of the job 
that makes all the smelly, grimy, and sometimes 
backbreaking aspects of this business worthwhile.

Since most crew members don’t make a dime 
for all their troubles until they actually get out and 
fish, it should be easy to see how telling a mate in 
the middle of the season, “Hey, the gang tomorrow 
knows how to fish, so we don’t need you, go ahead 
and take the day off,” might not be very well received 
by a mate who is looking for a payday!

Besides all the work they do before and after every 
trip, mates are also a great asset to have aboard if 
there is any kind of problem because they are going 
to know a lot more about the boat and its equipment 
than any of the clients will. In an emergency the 
captain doesn’t need the extra hassle of being the 
only one aboard who knows how to operate pumps, 
inspect for damage, locate equipment, drive the 
boat, talk on the radio, make repairs, and possibly 
administer first-aid.

Some “experienced” fishermen are of the notion 
that if a mate is working the deck he (or she) won’t 
let them bait or set their own hooks, net or gaff the 
catch, or any of the other routine stuff fishermen do 
when they’re fishing on their own.  Granted, if the 

customer does nothing but sit back and let the mate 
do all the work until it’s time to crank-in a fish, it 
could very well go that way. But I’ve yet to meet 
a mate who wouldn’t relinquish some of these du-
ties to a client who let them know they want more 
involvement in the operation. All someone has to 
do is SPEAK UP and let the captain and mate know 
what will make their fishing trip more enjoyable, and 
I guarantee they’ll do their best to oblige!

Of course, mates work for tips. At the absolute 
bare-minimum a tip should be 10% of the trip price. 
But handing out a 10% tip is like telling a mate “I 
know I’ve got to pay you something, so here - take 
this.”  Paying a mate 15% lets him know that you 
think he did a great job and you appreciate his ef-
forts. A 20%  tip tells him that you know he went 
above and beyond his duties to see that you had the 
best fishing trip possible, and you couldn’t be hap-
pier. Of course other captains might have different 
opinions on what constitutes 
a proper tip so when booking 
the trip it’s always a good idea 
to ask the captain about what 
they consider to be a fair tip.

Notice that I didn’t men-
tion anything about the catch 
and how it relates to the tip 
– because it shouldn’t. Expe-
rienced fishermen know that 
sometimes, no matter how 
hard they try, or how “good” 
they are, sometimes the just 
fish won’t bite. Typically, 
when the fishing is tough, the 
crew is going to work even 
harder than when the action is 
hot because they’ll constantly 
be trying new baits, lures, and 
techniques, running around 
to different locations, and 
maybe even staying out 
late in hopes of somehow 
drumming up a catch, not 
to mention the added stress 
they’ll be enduring all day.  
Unless it’s 100% obvious 
that the slow action can be 
blamed directly on what 
the mate did or didn’t do, it 
should not be reflected in his 
tip. If the mate was slacking 
so much that it affected the 
catch, most of the blame 
should fall on the cap-
tain for letting it happen. 
In the same respect, if 
the catch was good but 
the mate was a jerk, I 
see nothing wrong with 
that being reflected in 
his tip - I guess what’s 
fair is fair.

Fishermen should 
also know that in a case 
where a charter boat 
fishes without a mate, 
the tip should go to the 
captain. I know from 
experience that in such 
situations the captain 
is going to be working 
twice as hard as ever 
while doing both his and 
the mates work before, 
during, and after the trip.

Like fishing reels, 
diesel engines, and fresh 

bait, mates on charter and headboats are integral 
parts of fishing operations who assist in promoting 
a successful catch, help ensure a safe and enjoyable 
time, and are a real asset to for everyone aboard - 
even those who figure they’ve got a lot of fishing 
“experience.” 

So whenever someone suggests that I won’t need 
a mate on their trip I simply ask them, “So does that 
mean you’ll come in the night before and prepare 
the boat, baits, and rigs, and then stay after our trip 
to scrub-down the boat, bleach the coolers, oil the 
reels, clean the head, help change the oil, grind some 
chum, and anything else that might need doing to 
be ready for the next day?” 

And if anyone would actually say “Yes” to that 
- I still wouldn’t leave my mate behind.  But so far 
no one ever has. 

By Capt. Mark 
Sampson

Coastal Report

Deer Corn $15 per $100# bag

All About Bait and Tackle Shop
 Live and Frozen Baits

Blood Worms / Night Crawlers / Meal Worms / Wax Worms / Grass Shrimp / / Razor Clams / Bait Shrimp / 
Clam Snouts / Chicken Necks etc...All Fishing Tackle / Crabbing Suppies / Pots / Lines and Much More!  

Fresh Cut Live Douglas Fir Christmas Trees (coming Thanksgiving)
7403 Baltimore Annapolis Boulevard Glen Burnie, MD

(410) 590-0000 munchkinland4@comcast.net

Near limit of doves on September 1st in Cecil County, MD by 
Roger Everett shooting his 50 year old Browning Auto 5 shot-
gun.  Photo by Roger Everett
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“The Last Word”

By Steve Huettner

Big Bucks, Property 
Lines and the 

Poaching Restitution 
Act

Let’s face it, we all love a great 
hunting story especially when it 
involves big bucks.  Add in intrigue 
surrounding the who, what, when, 
where and for good measure the 
Natural Resources Police. With all 
those ingredients, it starts to resemble 
a day time soap opera.

The story begins when I received 
a text photo from several friends of 
a large non- typical whitetail deer 
that had been killed in Kent County, 
Maryland.  Looking at the photos 
with friends we were amazed by the 
size and mass.  All of us wishing we 
could even glimpse a deer of that size 
during our time afield, and happy for 
the archer who was cool and calm 
enough to close the deal.

A day later I wanted to make sure 
this deer was actually a Maryland deer 
(you can never tell now with instant 
social media and photo shop).  I found 
a picture of the deer being held up by 
Don Travis of Travis Taxidermy on 
the Facebook page of the Maryland 
Trophy Deer Contest https://www.
facebook.com/MarylandTrophyDeer-
Contest

Under the picture of the fleshed 
out skull is the caption “The bar has 
already been set high in Kent County 
Maryland with this early season ar-
chery kill scoring 209 plus.”  I thought 
to myself congrats to the hunter on 
taking such a fantastic deer that should 
score in the top 5 non typical archery 
category in Maryland.  I could not even 
imagine the buck fever associated with 
seeing something of that size coming 
toward me.

The week following the original 
post and picture not much more was 
said or came to light regarding the 
deer, the hunt, or the hunter.  While 
not unusual in today’s age of internet 
persecution by the ant- hunting com-
munity; it did seem a bit odd there 
were no more photos or stories.

A week later my phone began to 
quack (I have a duck ringtone and I 
do answer my phone and talk with 
people). Friends were asking if I knew 
the story behind the deer killed in Kent 
County. They had heard this story from 
this person and wanted confirmation.  
I informed callers that to date I had 
heard nothing, but would do some 
investigating and make phone calls 

to see what I could find out.
Calls placed to multiple sources 

told a story that was painting a com-
plicated picture.  According to several 
sources the hunter who killed the deer 
was hunting a small track bordering 
a larger farm, and once the deer is 
dead on the ground things started to 
get interesting.   

Allegations were made that the deer 
was killed and recovered on property 
the hunter did not have permission to 
be on. With that said, remember these 
are just allegations. Questions arise 
on where the stand was placed, where 
the deer was shot, and where the deer 
was recovered? Is this a case of large 
landowner annoyed that a large buck 
was harvested on small track adjacent 
to his property?  Did the hunter not 
know where the property line was?  

I placed a call to Candus Thomp-
son who is media relations for the 
Maryland Natural Resources Police 
(NRP). Candus was formerly the 
outdoor writer for the Baltimore Sun 
(yes the Baltimore Sun did cover the 
outdoors at one time.) I explained the 
story I had been told and was informed 
that there was an open and ongoing 
investigation into a buck that had been 
killed in Kent County and that at this 
time the antlers had been seized by the 
NRP. Since it an ongoing investigation 
the NRP could not 
release any more 
information at this 
time and that due 
to the amount of 
potential witnesses 
the investigation 
would take some 
time.

What makes this 
investigation re-
garding the legality 
of this deer even 
more important is 
the passage last 
session of Poach-
ing Restitution Act 
of 2016 by the 
Maryland General 
Assembly. If for 
some reason this 
deer were illegally 
killed would the 
hunter be the first 
individual to be 
charged under the 
act? Under the law 
poaching is defined 

as “the illegal hunting, killing, or 
taking of game”.  Would an official 
Boone and Crockett scorer be called 
as an expert witness?  The law states 
for each antlered white-tailed deer that 
obtains a B and C score of 150 inches 
gross shall pay in restitution of not less 
than five thousand but not exceeding 
ten thousand dollars and perform 80 
hours of community service?  A deer 

of this size (over 200”) would likely 
fall under the maximum fine of ten 
thousand dollars if doing the math as 
every ten inches in score is another 
thousand dollars.

I look forward to reporting whatev-
er the final results of the investigation.

Don Travis with the skull of the deer in question. Photo courtesy of 
Don Travis Taxidermy.
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Open · 5:00AM - 5:00PM

107 Short Rd, 
Stevensville, 

MD

Phone: 
(410) 

984-3614

Breyer Burford with a stud.

Paul Roser thought he would 
share a picture of two 19" 
sheepshead I caught in the 
lower Potomac Sept 9th 2016. 
Believe it or not, both fish hit a 
3' Gulp fished off the bottom.

DNR Response: Hello Paul, the 
two fish you are holding in the 
picture you sent are actually 
juvenile black drum. When 
they are less than 30" or so 
the vertical black stripes are 
vivid; as they grow older and 
larger the stripes fade. Small 
black drum and sheepshead 
are easily confused. The easi-
est way to tell the difference is 
the fact that sheepshead has 
strong enameled teeth for nip-
ping barnacles and mussels off 
of rocks and piers; small black 
drum have no teeth and have 
barbels under their chin. Small 
black drum are common in bay 
waters sheepshead are known 

to visit some of the artificial 
reef sites in Maryland waters 
during the summer months. 
The Chesapeake Division state 
record sheepshead weighed 
13 lbs, 5 oz and was caught in 
2012 near the Hooper Island 
Straits.
Courtesy MD Anglers Log.

410-708-1616
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Book of the Month
MaPPing troPhy Bucks

Elk Steaks with 
Morrell 

Mushrooms Using Topographic Maps to Find 
Deer

Topographic maps and aerial photos 
can lead you right to the biggest bucks 
you’ve ever seen. You just have to know 
how to use them.

Brad Herndon takes the mystery out 
of finding deer with maps. Through 
years of dedicated hunting and careful 
study of maps and photos, Herndon has 
perfected the use of maps to find the 
routes deer travel. And once you know 
where the deer will be headed you can 
establish the perfect ambush site.

Maps are often the forgotten link in 
scouting prime deer habitat. Yet because 
they show you all the hills, gullies, riv-
ers and ridges, you can learn the lay of the land without walking mile after 
unproductive mile. Maps won’t eliminate the need to get in the woods, but 
they will tell the best places to start your search for the buck of your dreams.

Herndon also shows hunters how to use the latest Internet and computer 
technology to personalize any map. Mark your stand locations, the loca-
tions of deer sign, even note the best possible wind direction to make your 
hunt a success.

If you hunt deer, let Mapping Trophy Bucks lead you right to where the 
big boys hide. The rest is up to you.

Brad Herndon published since 1987, writes several articles appearing in 
a number of popular outdoor publications, including Deer & Deer Hunting, 
Turkey & Turkey Hunting, Outdoor Life, Peterson’s Hunting, North American 
Whitetail, and more. Brad also contributes many articles to websites, such 
as Realtree Trivia Challenge, currently found on www.realtree.com. Plus, 
Brad and his wife are outdoor photographers for Realtree and Advantage 
camouflage’s national ads. Brad and his wife live in Brownstown, Indiana.

This should be required reading for all whitetail deer hunters! Very infor-
mative and technical - which I like. Can NEVER get outdated in my opinion. 
Helps you pick out spots remotely with the use of today’s internet based 
digital maps and aerial imagery. I wish I had this years ago when I started 
hunting! It would have saved a lot of time scouting unproductive locations 
on new turf which is this books greatest feature. 

Whether looking at new hunting grounds (public land, or private) or even 
looking at the property you’ve hunted for years with a new perspective, this 
book is really THE SOURCE for helping you find potential spots prior to 
in-field scouting. There’s also plenty of good information about technology, 
hunting setup tactics, hunting the wind, and countless others. Honestly, one 
of the few MUST HAVE books on hunting whitetailed deer.

YIELD: 4 Servings
PREP: 10 mins
COOK: 10 mins
READY IN: 40 mins

If you use a good cut of venison, 
these steaks will melt in your mouth.

Ingredients
4 medium elk steaks
1 can beef broth
8 oz. morrell mushrooms
1 tbs. butter
1 tbs. olive oil
2 cloves garlic
2 tbs. flour
1 pinch salt
1 pinch rosemary
Instructions
Flour and salt and pepper steaks. Sear in oil and butter for 2 min 
per side. Remove steaks. Saute morrell mushrooms in same pan 
in butter and garlic. Season mushrooms with a pinch of rosemary. 
Add 1 can of beef broth to mushrooms. Whisk gravy to thicken 
and reduce lumps. Pour mushrooms and gravy over steak. Serve 
with mash potatoes and your favorite vegetable.

Thank you Laura B. from Crossfork, PA for sharing your reci-
pes with us.

9 am to Sunset
• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors - Instruction Available 

Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now
410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023

US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Public Rifle Range
Open7 Days Per Week Rain or Shine

24 Covered Benches
$20 Shoot All Day

Discounts for Seniors - Police - Military Sight In Pistols, Muzzleloaders & Rifles

Gun Rentals Available
Berms @ 25-50-100-200-300 Yards

Shoot Your Own Ammo or Buy Ours

65 Miles East Of Bay Bridge
www.maryland3gun.com

 500 YARD 
RANGE!

Delmarva Sporting Clays

3 Gun - Fastest 
Growing Shooting 
Sport in the U.S.

The Outdoor Enthusiast's 
Resource for 

Preparing and Serving
 Fish & Game with Style

http://recipes.
sportsmanstable.com

U-CUT SWITCH GRASS

Sold by the Pickup Load
call 410-279-2744
Conveniently located on Rt. 213 

between Church Hill and Chestertown
Hambleton Creek Farms
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Baretta A390 12 ga. 3 inch DU 
Atlantic flyway #88 of 300 $1100  
Browning A5 3 inch 12 Gauge Bel-
gian $1100 Browning Gold Hunter 
12 ga. 3 inch Belgian $700 240-338-
1605

New Canda Goose Silhouettes and 
water vboards for sale. Will also use 
your pattern and paint your old de-
coys. Please text or call for pictures 
and pricing. 410-708-2362. Rock 
Hall md 

Ten Point crossbow ready to hunt. 
$500.00 with extra’s
Weatherby 12ga. pump shotgun 
new condition $200.00
12volt Front bow mount minn kota 
trolling motor $100.00
Four boat seats new $40.00
Call Gary 410-404-3168 

Virginia Commercial Hook & Line 
Fishing License and Commercial 
Registration Card. 
$8,000.00 total for both. I can also 
help you obtain your initial quota.
Serious inquiries only 
Call - 757-695-1044 

MARYLAND UNLIMITED TIDAL 
FISH LICENSE  (TFL).
 300 Crab Pots, Trotline, Oysters, 
Clams, Finfish, etc.
 Text or leave message   443-521-
5754 

Will trade 28” Win SX 2
barrel for 26” barrel. 
Contact  Joe at 443-244-7828 

Savage Model 99 Near Mint
.300 cal. $750
410-790-5336

Hornady 44cal xtp 180 gr 100 - 
New bought by mistake can’t return. 
$25 OBO or trade .40 850-902-7226

4 – 88 Bronco II’s for sale 
$2000each
4wd works, Historic tags/MD titles 
clean – good reliable sportsman ve-
hicles, selling my collection 301-471-
0505 leave voice message for Mark, 
shown by appointment only  

Steel targets for rifle and pistol 
shooting,  Also large mag rifle gong 
targets.  Round and square cut to 
size.
410-259-4143

 WATERFOWEL SHOTGUN
Browning Auto 10 Gauge Gold Stalk-

er, 28” Barrel , 3 Choke Tubes,Black 
Synthetic Stock, Matte Finish,,.... 
$800.00,..... Call 410 608 0617

For Sale: TC Omega 50 caliber 
muzzleloader with Nikon Pro Staff 
2x7x32 scope. Call 410-236-6350. 
Asking $400.00.

A Frame Goose Blinds 8 ft with 
bench seat $125 call or txt for more 
info 410-708-9876

GOOSE HUNTING RIG 
4 Final approach decoys 
48 Bigfoot Decoys 
Good condition 
6x10 trailer 
Excellent condition
1400.00 
410 940 2926

WANTED
Deer Hunting property to buy in 
Maryland - Please call 717-355-2008

350 acres of prime waterfowl and 
deer hunting property for lease in 
Queen Anne MD.  Contact 443-262-
5076 

I am looking for a shore or booby 
blind for the 2016-2017 waterfowl 
season.  Land or boat accessible.  
Kent, Queen Anne’s, or Talbot 
county. 
 Kirk 443-790-2015 or fkw6949@
aim.com

2 Goose Blinds for rent
in Kennedyville area
$3500 for both
Call 410 708 0949 

Deer Hunting lease
Needed for 2-3-4 (Family) hunters.  
MD Eastern Shore, or Central VA.  
Call Rich 443-223-2340

Trophy Whitetail Deer & Waterfowl 
Hunting Leases available on Mary-
land Eastern Shore 410-482-6641
 
Beautiful well-maintained house, 
sleeps 10, sits on 5 acres,
in the mountains of Western Mary-
land.  Has all modern
amenities.  $110,000/410-760-2474

For lease hunting property in 
Dorchester county Maryland. Great 
hunting for waterfowl sika whitetail 
turkey and dove. Waterfront and 
inland farms with ponds. 443-521-

0221

Hunting lease available-Eastern 
Shore Virginia, Northampton County, 
seaside, 300 acres, waterfowl, 
deer, turkey, dock access to Barrier 
Islands. 202-359-5818. 

Waterfowl Hunt Club Membership 
available in 10 member Kent County 
club. 5 blinds and 5 pits, Guest privi-
leges, Lodging and more. Contact 
George@chescoat.com  410-703-
3018

+-270 Acre “High Marsh” for Sale in 
Dorchester County. 
Exceptional TEAL, Blackduck & Sika 
Hunting. Call Bob R 410-200-6625 
Asking $235,000.

Premier Waterfowl Club with ac-
cess to prime established flyway 
properties on Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore. Limited membership avail-
able 410-482-6643

+- 270 Acre Marsh - Dorchester 
County MD Blackwater River - Teal, 
Black duck & Sika  
$235,000 - 410-200-6625 

30+/- wooded acres adjacent to 
agriculture fields and roadway in 
Caroline County. Great for deer, tur-
key, small game hunting or develop-
ing. 410-708-1276

Eastern Shore,Virginia; building lot 
along Occonannock creek,Exmore. 
5 miutes to public boat ramp.35k; 
possible owner financing. (717)632-
3864

Dorchester county on tedious 
creek 29 acres great sika and 
waterfowl. Two story house can be 
renovated. $149,900.00      410-490-
0084

Waterfront Farm for Sale by 
Owner
Eastern Shore,Dorchester County 
MD, 330 acres, great deer, turkey, 
waterfowl hunting. Call 410-943-
4620.

For Rent Dorchester County 
Maryland Waterfront and inland 
farms with ponds, 10 to 110 acres. 
Waterfowl, sika, whitetail, turkey, 
dove, and small game. 443-521-
0221

Selective Trophy Whitetail Hunt-
ing Club with multiple large prop-
erties in Kent, Queen Anne’s, and 
Caroline Counties.  Serious inquiries 
410-482-6641

Wanted hunting property to lease 
call ray 410-370-9885

Wanted To Lease - Shore Blind or 
Blind Site,accessible without boat.  
443-388-0449

5 Secluded Acres with House
3 BR Many  Upgrades
Deer- Turkey- Stocked Pond
Cal Valarie @ 410-463-3627

Wanted hunting property, Deer 
& Goose farm preferably Deer . 
Chestertown, Quaker Neck, Ken-
nedyville, RockHall area. Very 
responsible small family group of 
3or4. References available, lost 
previous farm after 27 yrs. due to 
new ownership.  410-245-7578

Rare opportunity  to join a East-
ern Shore Waterfowl Hunting Club 
Limited Memberships if interested 
please call 410-708-0890
  

FOR SALE

MISC.

Classifieds

2016 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

2016 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!

Duck Blind and Goose Pit 
Material by the bundle 

or the truckload

BLUESTEM FARMS
Conservation & 
Wildlife Services

Chestertown, MD 

410-778-2125

NATIVE SWITCHGRASS
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Duck 
numbers 
hold steady

Memphis, Tenn. – The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) today 
released its report on 2016 Trends in 
Duck Breeding Populations, based 
on surveys conducted in May and 
early June by FWS and the Canadian 

Wildlife Service. Overall duck num-
bers in the survey area are statistically 
similar to last year and remain steady. 
Total populations were estimated at 
48.4 million breeding ducks in the 
traditional survey area, which is 38 
percent above the 1955-2015 long-
term average. Last year's estimate 
was 49.5 million birds. The projected 
mallard fall flight index is 13.5 million 
birds, similar to the 2015 estimate of 
13.8 million.

The main determining factor for 
duck breeding success is wetland and 
upland habitat conditions in the key 
breeding landscapes of the prairies and 
the boreal forest. Conditions observed 
across the U.S. and Canadian survey 
areas during the 2016 breeding popula-
tion survey were generally poorer than 
last year. The total pond estimate for 
the U.S. and Canada combined was 5.0 
million, which is 21% below the 2015 
estimate of 6.3 million but similar to 
the long-term average of 5.2 million.

"In light of the dry conditions that 
were observed across much of the 
northern breeding grounds during the 
survey period, it is reassuring to see 
that the breeding population counts 
were little changed from last year," 
said DU Chief Scientist Scott Yaich. 
"But, with total pond counts similar 
to the long-term average, and with 
hunting season and winter mortality 
being a relatively small part of annual 
mortality, it's not surprising to see that 
populations largely held steady.

"What's not reflected in the report 
is that there was fairly significant im-
provement in habitat conditions after 
the surveys were completed," said 
Yaich. "In some key production areas, 
heavy June and July rains greatly im-
proved wetland conditions. This could 
benefit brood rearing and the success 
of late nesting species, as well as give 
a boost to overall production through 
re-nesting by early nesting species.

"Watching the changing habitat 
over the spring and summer this year 
underscores the importance of two 
things: First, we must simply accept 
that habitat and populations are going 
to vary over time. They always have 
and they always will. Second, that's 
why we need to keep a steady hand on 

the course of our conservation efforts. 
Our job is to steadily make deposits 
into the habitat bank account so that 
when the precipitation and other condi-
tions are right, the ducks will do the 
job that they do so well, which is to 
produce more ducks and provide us 
all a nice return on our investments."

The spring surveys provide the 
scientific basis for many management 
programs across the continent, includ-
ing hunting regulations. Individual 
states set their hunting seasons within 
a federal framework of season length, 
bag limits and dates. Hunters should 
check the rules in their states for final 
dates and bag limits.

View all the data and get a species-
by-species breakdown at www.ducks.
org/DuckNumbers.

from....Clyde's Sports Shop

Did you know that the average bullet 
from a .22 caliber gun can travel almost 
1.5 miles? A high-velocity rifle cartridge 
(a 30-06, for example) can send a round 
over 3 miles in distance. Shotgun pellets 
can travel over 500 yards—that's 5 foot-

ball fields. This is why it’s so important to 
know what lies beyond your target.

Now Carrying 
Kodabow 

Crossbows

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD 21227

410 -242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
GUNS • AMMO • HUNTING LICENSES • KNIVES

1957-2016 “59 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”
24 HOUR FISHING HOTLINE 410-247-FISH

2016 
HUNTING 
LICENSES

BROWING 
KNIVES & 
CLOTHING

X-Bolt Browning Rifle - 
Satin Finish Walnut Stock

Citori
Everything YOU Ever Dreamed of....

XS, Sporting Clays and Hunting Models

BPS
The Workhorse of Browning Shotguns

Available in 10. 12, 20 and 28 Gauge Mossy Oak Camo, 
Stalker Composite or Classic, Upland and Game Models

Silver Hunter
3 1/2”, 3” Camo, Wood & Synthetic

40 lb. 
SHELLED 

DEER CORN 
P.O.R.

Maxus All-Purpose
Mossy Oak Duck Blind Infinity

In Stock...

DEER HUNTING HEADQUARTERS
The Rifles & Shotguns 
You’re Hunting for...

at Clyde’s Sport Shop, 
YOUR FULL LINE Dealer

Why are we the best? It’s simple. We make no compromises and expect none from you. You want it all - So do we. Do you want 
a highly refined “fine” firearm with superior fit and finish that points and handles like a dream? Or do you want a gun that can 

stand up to years and years of service in the field - one you can pass down from generation to generation? Do you want the 
newest calibers, features and technology? Or do you want a gun with heritage, a history? Well, good news, you don’t have to 

choose one over the other. You get all this in every gun we make... That’s why we are The Best There Is.

All Firearms 
P.O.R. Priced on 

Request
Parker 

Bows In 
Stock!

Gold Light 10 Gauge
Mossy Oak Shadow Grass Blades

Browning A5
3”, 3 1/2” Mossy Oak Shadow Grass Blades

Go to www.Browning.com 
and check out the latest 

deals on line.

AB 3 Hunter Walnut Stock - Nikon Scope 
4x12-40BDC Special Price $799.95 X-Bolt Hell’s Canyon Speed 

A-TACS AU CAMO $1049.95 & UP
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